AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

111

1191H CONGRESS
S9N G, RES, 865

Expressing the sense of the Senate that the People’s Republic of China
has engaged in the arbitrary or wrongful detention of American aca-
demics and has otherwise harmed the prospects for scientific collaboration
and people-to-people exchanges between the United States and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026
Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. BupDp, Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. CURTIS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Senate that the People’s Repub-
lic of China has engaged in the arbitrary or wrongful
detention of American academics and has otherwise
harmed the prospects for scientific collaboration and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges between the United States and

the People’s Republic of China.

Whereas the People’s Republic of China (referred to in this
preamble as the “PRC”) has a long history of detaining
United States citizens under dubious circumstances or

depriving them of their freedom;

Whereas the PRC has used the arbitrary or wrongful deten-

tion of Americans and other foreign nationals for political
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purposes to obtain concessions from the United States
and other countries, which undermines the legitimacy of

the PRC’s judicial system;

Whereas current and previous Secretaries of State have de-
termined, pursuant to section 302(e)(2)(A) of the Robert
Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hostage-Taking Ac-
countability Act (22 U.S.C. 1741(e)(2)(A)), that at least
5 United States citizens have been wrongfully detained in
the PRC since the wrongful detention designation was es-
tablished on December 27, 2020);

Whereas the Department of State previously recommended
that United States citizens traveling to the PRC recon-
sider such travel due to serious risks, including wrongful
detention, but the China Travel Advisory was down-
oraded from Level 3 to Level 2 on November 27, 2024;

Whereas the PRC’s arbitrary or wrongful detention of United
States citizens—
(1) undermines the rule of law;
(2) subjects United States citizens and their families
to undue hardship; and
(3) is unacceptably coercive to the United States

Government;

Whereas, on November 5, 2024, the Government of the PRC
arrested Dr. Youlin Chen, a United States citizen who
has conducted transparent and open-source seismological
research in cooperation with academics in the PRC, and
has held him on baseless espionage charges for more than

600 days without a trial or access to his family;

Whereas the Government of the PRC deprived Dr. Chen of

access to a lawyer for the first 434 days of his detention

*SRES 865 IS



3

and interrogated him more than 100 times about his

work without a lawyer present;

Whereas, despite high-level engagement between the United
States Government and the Government of the PRC to
resolve Dr. Chen’s case, the Government of the PRC has

not yet taken any productive action to release Dr. Chen;

Whereas, on June 3, 2026, authorities of the PRC detained
Min Zin, a United States citizen who is the executive di-
rector of a Myanmar-focused policy think tank, at the
Kunming Changshui International Airport after he was
invited to attend an academic event at a university in

Yunnan province in the PRC;

Whereas the Kunming Municipal State Security Bureau has
subjected Min Zin to detention and he has not yet had

access to legal counsel;

Whereas the PRC’s practice of engaging in “hostage diplo-
macy’’ against the United States and other foreign coun-
tries runs contrary to its stated intent to promote aca-
demic cooperation and people-to-people exchanges and in-
creases the risks for United States citizens and others
considering travel to the PRC; and

Whereas, in advance of PRC leadership’s anticipated visit to
Washington, DC, in September 2026, the Government of
the PRC has an opportunity to demonstrate its good
faith and commitment to a constructive relationship of
“strategic stability” by unconditionally releasing Dr.
Youlin Chen and Min Zin: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
2 (1) condemns the People’s Republic of China’s
3 repeated pattern of arbitrary or wrongful detention
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of United States citizens as unacceptable and a ma-
terial harm to the bilateral relationship and the
prospects for bolstering academic cooperation and
people-to-people exchanges;

(2) urges the United States Government to
make the safe return of United States citizens de-
tained in China a top priority, including the return
of Dr. Youlin Chen and Min Zin;

(3) urges the Secretary of State to use all avail-
able tools to mnegotiate the release of all United
States nationals being unlawfully or wrongfully de-
tained in the People’s Republic of China, including

by

(A) considering adding a “D’ indicator to
the China Travel Advisory to make it clear to
United States nationals considering travel to
the People’s Republic of China that the country
engages 1n the wrongful detention of United
States citizens;

(B) raising the Travel Advisory Level on
the PRC from Level 2 (exercise increased cau-
tion) to Lievel 3 (reconsider travel) to reflect the
current travel risks; and

(C) reviewing the criteria for the designa-

tion of a country as a State Sponsor of Wrong-

*SRES 865 IS



o I =) V) B SN UV N \ O]

5}

ful Detention pursuant to section 306A of the

Robert Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hos-

tage-Taking Accountability Act (22 U.S.C.

1741d-1); and

(4) supports President Trump’s efforts to raise
concerns about the continued detention of Dr. Chen
and Min Zin to bring both United States citizens

home to their loved ones safely and quickly.

O

*SRES 865 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-09-23T00:32:27-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




